
Maps of this era often served multiple purposes: city planning and organization played a role, but so did local businesses, notable residents, 
and prominent landmarks. Seen above is a business directory corresponding to map markers as well as several prominent homes. 

New York City - Astoria c.1859

Illustration of the landing for 
the Hell Gate Ferry c.1860

Current view of Fulton Street, now Astoria Ave, 
showing expansion and acquisition of lands 
under water.

The Hell Gate Ferry operated as a primary means 
of transportation between Astoria and Manhattan 
during the mid-19th century. Later industrial 
development led to the construction of many of 
today’s iconic bridges at the locations of historic 
ferry crossings. 

Transportation - Ferry

Elements of the Map

One of the most notable Maritime disasters occurred just off of the area of 
Astoria known as the “Hell Gate.” On June 15, 1904, the steamer General 
Slocum exploded and sank with over 1,000 lives lost. 


